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A Message from the Executive Director

Since 1912 the Lackawanna Blind Association has been serving blind and visually impaired
individuals in Lackawanna and Susquehanna Counties.  

Our Mission is to support and promote the interests of the blind and visually impaired; and
the prevention of avoidable  blindness. 

Board of Directors 2024-2025
Officers: 

                                                 Paula DePeters: Chair               Judy Pronko: Vice Chair
                                             Ellen Rudis: Secretary              Joseph Barrasse: Treasurer
  
Jasu Acharya                                                         Elaine Blondek                                                      Sharon Borgia         
Gerard Champi                                                     Thomas Donohue                                                   Leigh Fennie
Louise Frye                                                            Robert Gebert                                                        Kristen Hinds
Dr. William Jordan, Jr                                           Alexis Kelly                                                             Melissa Kirtley
Martin McKeel                                                       Jerry Musheno, R.Ph, Esq                                    Nicholas Parise
Howard Spizer, Esq                                              Patricia Thomas

Lackawanna Blind Association Staff
    

     Mary Ann Iezzi: Executive Director                         
    Janet May: Administrative Assistant / Case Work       
    Kelly Mariani: Social Work Coordinator/PSE Specialist                      
    Elaine Augelli: Case Work Aid 
    Mary Claire Boylan: Case Worker                                                
    Paul Trama: Radio Reading Service Program Manager             
    Richard Patchcoski: Mini Bus Transportation & Facilities

For more information about the
Lackawanna Blind Association and its
resources, please call 570-342-7613 or

visit: lackawannablind.org.

Dear Friends,

I am delighted to share with you our annual report, highlighting the remarkable strides we have made
together in empowering individuals who are blind or visually impaired.

This past year, our organization has achieved significant milestones. We have expanded our reach and
deepened our impact through our local advocacy efforts, Client Support Services, Prevention of Blindness
Program, and Radio Reading Service. These accomplishments are a testament to the dedication of our
staff, Board and volunteers; the generosity of our donors; and the resilience of the individuals we serve.

Looking ahead, we remain committed to our mission and will continue to ensure that our services meet the
ever evolving needs of those who rely on us. I extend my gratitude to each of you for your support. Your
belief in our mission and enables us to create meaningful change in the lives of individuals who are blind or
visually impaired.

Mary Ann Iezzi



Life Enrichment Program
This program provides assistance with
activities in Daily Living to help our clients
maintain their optimal physical health.
Activities include: 

Support Groups
Exercise Instruction
Life Skills Instruction
Sensory Development
Access Technology
Yoga, meditation and sound bowl classes
Mini-bus transportation to agency classes

1,941 hours of LE instruction
in a clients home or
community setting. 
156 hours individuals received
support for Access
Technology.

Our Services

Client Support Services
LBA caseworkers regularly visit blind and visually
impaired clients in the 
comfort of their own homes. Services include: 

Assisted shopping, Doctors appointments, 
       Pharmacy visits

Assistance with banking, check writing and mail
review 
Assistance with correspondence, mail and bill
paying Door-to-Door Escort Service
Mini-bus Transportation
Referals for Orientation & Mobility Training

248 unduplicated individuals
1,737 hours of client support
services
1,642 hours of transportation
service was provided for grocery,
medical & appointments. 
28% are male adults
72% are female adults
15% are ages 18 - 59

Life Enrichment Program - Social Activities
Monthly, the Lackawanna Blind Association offers a
variety of social activity programs for our clients
including: 

Descriptive Movie Day
Audio Book Club meetings
Bowling & Social outings
Bingo

Seasonal parties and outings: summer picnic, fall outing,
Winter Wonderland party.  Our monthly calendar of
events is available in email, audio, print and braille
formats to keep our clients abreast of the latest agency
happenings. 

Lakeland Orchard outing



Prevention of Blindness                Ages 0-6             

Prevention specialists conduct vision screenings and elementary school education programs
centered on eye safety throughout Lackawanna and Susquehanna counties. 

The Magic World of Vision is a fun, informative pamphlet distributed to third grade students to
educate our youth about eye care and blindness prevention.

The Lackawanna Blind Association also offers adult vision screenings and education programs
at senior centers, civic clubs, health fairs and industrial sites.   

2,035 children at 77 sites were
screened for vision problems.
2,281 children at 91 of sites were
educated about eye care and safety.
341 children  (15% of screenings)
were referred for follow-up care. 

Radio Reading Service
The Radio Reading Service started in 1981 and is hosted daily by the LBA’s Radio
Program Manager, along with many dedicated volunteers. Live broadcasts for print-
handicapped individuals include reading of the Times-Tribune with reports on local
news, sports, and community and agency activities. In partnership with the University
of Scranton, the program airs:

Monday through Friday form 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
The radio broadcast can be found on the University of Scranton’s radio station
WUSR 99.5 FM. 

Visual Support Center
The LBA has magnifying devices and other low-vision aids and home care
equipment. LBA staff is available to provide clients and consumers with: 

Demonstrating low-vision aids and devices
Computer instruction in assistive software for LBA clients; by appointment
Assistance with mobile phone technology needs
Recommendations on home technology
Assistance to purchase eye glasses for income-eligible individuals

Beacon’s 
Magic World of Vision

Third Grade Educational
Program

Spot Vision Screener

Our Services



Thank you! Your Support Gives Light to Your Neighbor

The Lackawanna Blind Association extends our sincerest gratitude to our community partners
foundations, donors, volunteers and friends who share their time, talents and resources with our
clients. We make every effort to accurately recognize our donors. Please accept our apologies  for
any errors or omissions with your contribution. If there is an error, or if you would like to be
recognized differently, please contact us at 570-342-7613. 

We are very grateful for all the time, dedication and talents of our volunteers. 
Total hours of volunteer service:  1906.5 hours
Approximate monetary value of volunteer service:  $89,792.50

ExpensesIncome

Abrahamsen, Conaboy & Abrahamsen, P.C. 
Adrienne Vavrick
Alexander Stark 
Alexis McFarland 
Ann Marie Cordaro 
Anthony Amico, Jr. 
Anthony Zangardi 
Barbara Ehrenpreis 
Barbara Wright 
Bender Family Foundation
Bernard Ott 
Bonnie Herhenreader 
Bulldog Maintenance Co. 
Cara Mia Lowe 
Carlucci Golden DeSantis Funeral Home 
Carol Cader 
Carole B. Vaughn 
Christ the King Parish 
Citizens Savings Bank 
Coccia Ford Lincoln 
Cooper’s Seafood Restaurant 
Corbett Insurance 
Cynthia Purta 
Dalton Lions Club 
Darlene Campos                                                                       

David Boniello 
Debbie Mellow 
DeNaples Sanitation, Inc 
Derek & Jill Raines 
Desiree Parker-Gerek 
Diane Major 
Donald Pacyna 
Donna Maria Coleman 
Donna Salva 
Doris Lindsley 
Dunmore Family Chiropractic 
Dunmore Lions Club 
Dunmore Lumber Co. 
Dunmore Roofing & Supply 
E. Bannack 
Eileen Cawley 
Elizabeth Kloss 
Eugene Cichy
Fidelity Bank
Frances Livecchi
Francis Smith & sons
Frank Donnini
Freye Family Foundation
Friends of Kyle Mullins 
Gary Matylewicz                                                       

Donors: $0 - $250



Gary Miles 
Gene Passarella
George Pl Black, D.M.D
Gerrity’s The Fresh Grocer
Hahn / Kunda
Harold schaffer
Hickory St. Presbyterian Church Board of
Deacons
Hoegen & Assoc. P.C.
Howard Baird Associates
Howard Shapiro
Howard Spizer
Industrial Electronics, Inc.
Irene Miller
James Colangelo
James Kryzanowski
Janet Kenyon
Jean Pochettino
Jean Scartelli
Jeanne Yarmey
Jerome Musheno
Jessup Lions Club
JMF Computer Services
John Harcher
John J. Dunda Plumbing, Heating & AC
John L. Walder
John Sweeney
Josephine Edwards
Judith Reese (New Vision Pioneers)
K. Lilik
Kathleen Longini
Lacey Terenzio
Lenore Shay
Leo Wentline
Lisa Kolesar
Lori Hart
M.J. Cordaro Electric Co
Margaret Abbott
Margaret Ann Dutchman
Marlyn Grad
Marion beddoe-Lobst
Marjorie Cucura
Mark Gallia

Mark Powell
Mary Ann Gething
Mary Ann Iezzi
Marylyn Preven
Matthew Dempsey
Mendicino’s Pizza
Michael Austin
Michael Chapman
Michael Colangelo
Michael Perry
Michele Petrucci
Millett 21st Century Ventures, LP
Minnie Lewis
Minooka Lions Club
N&B Enterprises, Inc
Nancy Connolly
Nancy Pirro
Nicholas Parise
Norman Aldrich
North Penn Charitable Foundation
Oven & Padula, LLC
Pamela Petrini
Patrice Lawrence
Patricia Fox
Patricia M. Jones
Paul Trama
Paula DePeters
Perry Landscaping
Peter Delfino
Phillip Condron
PNC Foundation
Regina Olszewski 
Reva Quint
Richard A. Yanulatitis
Robert Crane
Romaine Ray
Rosalind Marks
Russell Rosar
Sandra Seile 
R.J. Walker, Realty
SB Cottone, Inc
Scandale Associated Builders &
Engineers

Donors: $0 - $250



Schiff’s Food Service
Sean Byrne Construction, Inc
Sharon & Stephen Hudacek Family Fund
Sharon Potter
Shirley Pacyna
Shopland Club
Shoprite of Birney Plaza
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Strategic Planning Associates, LLC
Synergist Solutions LLC
T. Peko
Ted Cerullo
Teresa Miles
Theresa Grzyboski
Wanda Donihoo
Wesel Foundation

Donors: $251 - $500
Abington Heights Civic League
Ashely Machine & Tool
Bennett Family Properties
Condron Media
Custom Container Solutions
DeAngelo Contracting Services, LLC -
Lawn Specialties 
DeAngelo Contracting Services, LLC - Pest
Control
Discover NEPA Powered by Mericle
Howard Spizer
Italian Open for Charity
Joe Bennett
Kay Armfield
Koff Mangan & Gartley, P.C.
Lenahan & Dempsey, P.C.
Lindsay Leventhal
Mar-Paul Construction Company
McCarthy Tire
Mike Walsh Electrical, Inc
McGrail Merkel Quinn & Assoc., P.C.
Northeastern PA Oral & Maxillofacial
Surgery
Paula DePeters
RJ Walder
Rosalind Marks
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse
S&H Construction

Shea Industries
T.J. Cannon, Inc
Tuxedo by Sarno
William Rinaldi

Donors: $501- $1,000
Anonymous 
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Friends of the Blind
Judy Pronko
Sabia Family Foundation
Schwartz-Mack Foundation
Stafursky Paving

Donors: $1001-$2,500
Ayers Supply, Inc
Copperfield Chimney / Olympia Chimney
FNCB Bank
NET Credit Union
North Penn Charitable Foundation
Northeastern Security Systems
P&W/Washo, Inc
Peoples Security Bank & Trust
Robert P. Harrington, Inc /Mary Regina Perry

Donors: $2,501 - $5,000
Margaret Briggs Foundation
NE Eye Institute
Peoples Security Charitable Foundation
Shoprite / Bracey’s Supermarket
United Association Local Union 524
Toyota of Scranton

Donors: $5,001 +     
Albert & Ann Margolies Trust
Anonymous 
Estate of John Rhodes
Joseph Kashuba
Scranton Area Community Foundation (Capacity
Building & Critical Needs Grants)
Scranton Lions Club
United Way of Lackawanna, Wayne & Pike Counties

Other Supporters:
Bureau of Blind & Visual Services 

City of Scranton                     COLTS Transportation
Kailin of Earth                            Lackawanna College
Oak Street Health                    University of Scranton



The mission of the Lackawanna Blind Association is to support
and promote the interests of the blind and visually impaired, and

the prevention of avoidable blindness. 

The Lackawanna Blind Association is a Pennsylvania 
registered 501(c)(3) organization.  FED ID# 24-0795466

Light the Way Legacy Society
Please consider joining our Light the Way Legacy Society by including the
Lackawanna Blind Association in your estate plans. Your thoughtful gift will
support our ongoing work and inspire meaningful change in people’s lives as
they learn to cope with visual impairment.

Charitable Trusts / Wills                              Memorial Contributions
Life Insurance                                               Monetary Donations                
Pension / Retirement Plan                          Gift / Annuity

For additional information please reach out to Mary Ann Iezzi, (Executive Director)
at 570-342-7613 (x1) or toll free at 866-662-5300. Scan to Donate

Sensory Development
Radio Program
Events / Fundraising
Life Skills & Exercise

...And more 

Consider volunteering this year and becoming a
Friend of the Blind! Your gift of time can make a
difference in someone's life!  

To request any changes to: 
Have the newsletter sent via email
Be removed from the mailing list

Please call 570-342-7613 (ext. 5) or email:
jmay@lackawannablind.org. 

   96TH ANNUAL 
   HELEN KELLER DAY EVENT

“Eyes on Fashion” 
Fiorelli Catering / Peckville
Sunday, March 30, 2025 

*********************************
38TH ANNUAL 

WILLIAM J. JORDAN,M.D. MEMORIAL
SWING FOR SIGHT GOLF

TOURNAMENT
Glen Oak Country Club / Clarks Summit

June 16, 2025

 There is no better way to thank God for your sight than by giving
 a helping hand to someone in the dark.  —  Helen Keller 


